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Fig 1. The location of the Armenian cemetery as indicated in Dar Al-
Saltane Map of Tabriz drawn by Mohammad Reza Mohandes and
Colonel Gharaje Daghi in 1297 AH. Source: Fakhar Tehrani, Parsi,

Bani Masoud, 2006.
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Fig 2. The location of the Armenian cemetery as indicated in an aerial
image in 1956. Source: Author.
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Fig 3. The Armenian cemetery and its church. Source: Architect Azizy-
ans
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Fig 4 & 5. A stonework unearthed in the vicinity of «Khaje Taj al-Din
Ali Shah» mosque. Source: Karang, 1995.
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Fig 6. A stonework unearthed in the cemetery (it is similar to the col-
umns discovered around Khaje Taj al-Din Ali Shah mosque). Photo:
Mohammadbagher Kabirsaber, 2010.
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Fig 9 &10. An Islamic gravestone in the cemetery (assumed to belong to
the era between the seventh and the ninth century AH). Photo: Moham-

madbagher Kabirsaber, 2010.
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Fig7 & 8. A
stone column
in the cemetery
(assumed to
belong to the
11-Khani era).
Photo: Moham-
madbagher Ka-
birsaber, 2010.
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Fig 11 & 12. A gravestone with Arabic inscription Photo: Mohammadbagher Kabirsaber, 2010.

5 o B 5y &0 e e S b,
y S 1 ) Wlta i sl s ] o 5
025 el 258 e (amble )3 o)l bl 4y joxie e
5 o2 S Ll yolie glasl i oselp cunss alag 4
LMW 515 oS canl (o3las ,So5 g ol gl Joleiols oS5
O B9l Cage g ol dbul dasre (3 Slee eKenl

ol os ] bae oyl cpdles cudsS

BT (lze (S o2
clsidgnl ) pale il 6T (sSeal glitel cul (aclo
o |y (gt (lame mualie wly laome S )3 il
Cosl i) 5 S 5 3 anllas 590 Lao Jaie .15 Anlys
i gl Sloply 5 o | ols ol Pl 05
otgo 4o Lol il gardno bl 51 o33l (gl S S
Y 41358 (65 i gl S 8 ol o] S
g 3 b sla S ascaml il 3 5 Mo silesls s

Lol & oo Saomn S a1 (S o (S Slypo by il

X8 dlge il glatd (bl ©ygo 4 4 39 (Sl Al S ele s i (W 08 Jid |y ol g nl 4T s,
g (Sinsh 9 (5558 oISauls 5 lige ] ey o8 o Ll (S olsed Yol 552 005 g kas (S0 s 2y (6t ] (1S
P olge y ggdge cnl Bhhas WS (o Jitie 395 L 55 (oline 5l (S5 obmle L olen 09d e Jitie 505 (Slaiej 4
Mgl 53 lacsly JI 53555 diol) s (58 42 45 3,8 onlio oo (slootus (oMol (slaabogona 5 lalty St U]
Lales g lmle ol 0yed Cangd b gl Glato WLol 457 0)15 59 iy )8 b 4y 3late (S BT ¢80 9 S B
=5 S |y bome oline i (o SIS 50 (ot g (oMl Sglite (Sl oj 90 | amulsy cim BT (5 lepn
Sl oled )3 ,S85 b andllas 3590 dbgoe ;5 elatel b 4« Simyd o3 BT 5l o Jlao g yallae |y tcanl ad bl  SoSenls
ok E9:090 Cammd )l0y55 (B ol I aielyl (Fo)b slalin g8 50 4 Cons i ysS ol (Jare CudS il &
Canl (lioygS cpl o oad Jiie (Siuw BT 538> (830 0,5 )13 o, Siimghs 405 )90 (ST Slalllan ) L oS (50
205 S)leme G 0jg> )3 & iz sl ol cnl plosl 4l T ealyh sl ol Cogn g Cumle (wlidjl 4 )5 absej b
ol by slavalie (6)1357)0 325k ) s (5w Glaiz )15 wilod S el (ULS 5 g (S ae > (ogad s w8

g algs bl BB sl pasuta o] go,b g Cogn & rad (Sl BT S b T ol (g b

Y oy (gl g (gylare jolie pwdige 1 Sy aia s e (g0 SV 955 yuw 0)ly0 dalllas (gly L)
sl 015 553 (£3Mea WAD Jlo o plos g (639e WAY Jlo i 2y (slulS bl 4y £, )b € g Sslyash 317 ol i) (slaluadls™ QST 3 ¥
«oleSle > 31 €l pl aial)] slaluads» QUS )3 olgi e scanl o] (F0,b Cannl 50 451, 5555 odie 50 shulS 43506 5l 405 BB 25 (W) £ WYAY)
15 91 sitas [4a15] VB Ao 15 i yo sy (glonlS s 13 ( gmnass 11NB) (£33Mea VAYF Lo b &8 [l 3l il IS (6,8 eauls ] (g S aiuls [ 2 5,8 anlline
Gt oo S cal 4 g2l €l g s (sentd Ore 5 45 it e labl ddg ) LS 1 €y (g pt rel dame Mo ¥ /4[] 4 Jlo )
Sobotse plajl e ol 53 ol Syite i) 555 )3 o8 g, K> 9 bl s )3 Jlo o &5y i)l e L] maye Jlie 4 psredio col 5)lje Jloutifly 4
($9) 3 e Slages 5 eSSl &y ogas 35l el Jas 4 4] (Sim 3 (slacad ] (5 b lbesnlas L ¥ (YT £ TVY) " 1S e 5
Ol 9 e el Slesilo g4 dn ygole aS) iy )3 B 1 i BB 1 gl )8 o 9 SO bl gas e sl o)l Lasdl sy 4y oS Lo ) o Koo
S5l Lty ko asly ol (s S b8 dpplianygS 5 ity A gise (53 1 TAVY) € ot Sy oniS o 0,0 ito) Sty olalls

o gjlo e g (Sylone i (ingd 3 e (g - (sole asliladi 25



e
Vol.9/No.23/Winter 2013/A Study of the Islamic Stone Works in Tabriz Armenians Cemetery/23-30 }é‘f

SogS Slas b L/ 155l / Chapel / jgile” + st gi oo €1yl aialy) glaludSd LS )3 € laslo L Cpiman 0565 o y90le o] 4 g 35jlo o IK2538 )

Sl ond W o il 9 FITL ki 1B ¢yl Lo s b dunno ( poguad b aaseis Slo 3 ( S9Sme s sages Bblie ;3 5039 ludS sile e (slls &S ol
ALY g_)‘SLCy» dL.».lfA;ou)bdu@b ROW bob)al u_i._n:)ssa.:)b o,ly3 J..\.A.MJ))‘ uqua,\.; wbé{d):)u .\.\m\yguch»d,vm«@lnb)”{)»}
a3n g [en] 3,0 (So,b ailo jt 4l Jlo Jo 4 035 badS opl leidlos” & dan g5 o0 €005 0y 20 OLS )3 (g9 b)law)‘wﬂjﬁnbuswmlsd)]m
lejuasbwwl rya-yy. \\"/\5’) wlo.\ww)n9d)byd9)m>d)hm)>dul>l§ Olwdize 5 ool 31 g atelyl Hlazadg )3 5l b aasie geme

gy 01 bl MBS 3 laelS’ (5lugd 5 Canpe Byeo oy o] f"-\s'&w'*ww'%‘)‘—\*h h Obrggie gerw py>ye

5 uingh o @l elie Sl (o oS il o g il Sl JB 45 S (00 09 yibolS (608 (s 40T g (liansS (ol ()b CSlS o slol o ¥
aial)] (P, BT 4 aly QS cl 52 o8 Sledbl sl SIS allier g ol 1€l Sl 15D siads)) QS oy b (S )BT L e jo lalllae
Ol y5 46 4y glolal aSST 3 0o 850 S 1 (S )l a0 g JolS allas auly) (sl pon s o M S LS 5 032 g )53l 0D 50 0y
sl 4idy IS GVle b )sS lalS sl oo SBBgD) (L )sS (il (slualS” L Tgper Ay 298 g0 (o

asdusl 320l S 1) LT 98T ¢ s 93 o Colitile Sommns Cato? 50 1 €y y5 aslabid]yls (Bl i g 5o 5> QS )3 «ljym ,3b» . 4/ Functional Classification. A
(VY YY) Ul sl weusly cd) s 48 5559 sliule [pllzb] 1 domee ol sl HL1 ] lesd eMe ¢ g

29 g2y — ol 050 Sl - 5255 St 00 4 T ] lite (sladiges adlllas g oaalie gl N+

&lo S 00
.olﬂe olSuisly )Ll : )l o) g asidone el yao g (2o penedliue povas . ll] oo AYEY L 5 s dosre cilalidbloze] o
U g3 foje goman ) g ol 5 o ot Moo 5 45 o Sl Hlele] adgy IVY ppiasmo Mo 5355 s o
o3¢k OlLisl : 45
N BPIRVERTEW IR P IS TR RLVIVINIR | .V PRV NS
VAAY 2 (YY) e cjlows aolilad . wdde B o (sludS g 3305 atol)] i )5S IVAD 0,00 ¢ > gloeis @
Olyes &8 85 Gl Jol g 32085 3468 (Fuyb sl 4l Slg3 b VAL ol g (Sl g 5503 oyl £ 0l y8 ( Sls )l 0
_ ] ) ol b Silere g
S Blie 5 )bl eosl: (liad pgd Sla iy Ol aed (Pl Al 5 )BT fbrlydl (Sluol JBEAYVY L dlae «SG)18e
g swly olylial o
s yd gl gy w8 r s ) g olpl dblyl laleddST YA L) leSs @
S8 b gl b Slalllas MYV oo (Gl el 9 (5)lane yolio (pwtine ©
g ShHLidl 1 5 5 e Slblb Lo peMé ponas N g oy allaludlyly 8lss g 20,0 AYYY 50 Db e
s yd Gl ol t gl Gl slalualST NYAY Syl (olgn e
(60,5 g (S yd lpo ylojlo 1 e el pl 50 lorue (sl SV YAY .;ﬁﬁjl)bi (obgn o
ooy sl s gl Y z . olpl Glee,l AYAY .&njl).\j (olbgn e
Reference List
« Etemad- ol saltane, M. (1988). Merat- ol boldan. Edited by Navaee, A. & Mohades, M. H. Vol. 1. Tehran : University
of Tehran.
o Fakhar tehrani, F., Parsi, F., Banimasoud, A. (2006). Bazkhani- ¢ naghsheha- ye tarikhi- ye shahr- ¢ Tabriz [Reread-
ing of historical map of Tabriz]. Tehran : Sherkat- e omran va behsazi- e shahri- e Iran.
o Hashri Tabrizi, M. (1992). Roze- ye athar [Shrine]. Edited by Dolat abadi, A. Tabriz : Sotoode.
« Huyan. A. (2003). Kelisaha- ye aramane- ye Iran [Churchs of Armenians of Iran]. Tehran :Sazman- e Miras farhangi.
« Huyan. A. (2004). Kelisaha- ye Masihian dar Iran zamin [Churchs of Christian in Iran]. Tehran : Sazman- ¢ Miras
farhangi.
« Huyan. A. (2005). Armanian- e Iran [Armenians of Iran]. Tehran : Hermes.
« Karang, A. (1995). Asar- e bastani- e Azarbayejan [Ancient works of Azarbayejan]. Tehran : Anjoman- e Asar va
mafakher- e farhangi va rasti- e no.
« Khamachi, B. (2007). Sahr-e man Tabriz-e man [My city, Tabriz]. Tabriz : Neda- ye shams.
o Melkomian, L. (2001). Kelisaha- ye aramane- ye Iran [Churchs of Armenians of Iran]. Tehran : Daftar- e pajuheshha-
ye farhangi.
 Nader mirza. (1994). Tarikh va joghrafi- e darosaltane- ye Tabriz [History & geography of Tabriz, The capital]. Ed-
ited by Tabatabaee majd, Gh. Tabriz : Sotode.
« Shoja del, N. (2006). Goorestan- e aramane Tabriz va klisa- ye Shoghakat- e moghadas [Tabriz Armenians Cemetery
& saint Shoghakat Church]. Peyman, 10 (37) : 78-93.



)
Vol.9/No.23/Winter 2013/A Study of the Islamic Stone Works in Tabriz Armenians Cemetery/23-30 }é"

A Study of the Islamic Stone Works in Tabriz Armenians Cemetery

Mohamadbagher Kabirsaber*

Abstract

The Study of manifest and covert qualities of historical cemeteries with the purpose of understanding a part
of orders and relations in past societies is important for the art history researchers. Through reflection on the
environmental qualities of these areas and also study of the dispersed cultural materials in their environment,
can help us understand the unknown about the background of Iranian societies and their dominant thought
patterns. But if from the beginning, the semantic structure of such premises has been constructed based on
conflicting or contradictory elements, their semantic analyses faces a great challenge in its course. Since in
order to uncover the truth, many obstacles should be identified and cleared away. Given that, the present
paper reviews the interesting co-existence of Islamic and Christian cultural materials in Tabriz Armenian
cemetery. Many Islamic gravestones related to the era between the seventh and ninth centuries AH as well as
many Islamic carvings and reliefs, especially those created during I1-Khani era, exist alongside the Armenian
gravestones. The proximity of artworks from two different ideologies (Islamic and Christian) in this cemetery
has created a rather chaotic condition since this amalgamation of varied works, styles and implications of
the history is quite heterogeneous. The “why” and “how” of this condition is the main question of this paper.
Through historical descriptive method, it is explained that environmental quality of the cemetery is the result
of a historical process in which, some Islamic cultural material were relocated from their original context to
another (the Armenians cemetery). It needs to be mentioned that while the primary objective of this paper
is demystification of the mentioned issue, it attains two more achievements: first, resolving some scientific
loopholes about these historical sites, and second, identifying some of the construction materials used in the
historical structures of Tabriz province during seventh and ninth centuries AH. Furthermore, the paper first
analyzes the formation process of the cemetery and then proceeds to answer the question about the existence
of [slamic cultural works in the cemetery.
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