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Fig3. The wonders of Duc de Berry, late IVX th century, BNF,
Paris. Source: Baltrusatis, 1981: 116.

Fig 2. Tree with fruits of birds and lambs, Jean de Mandeville, Augsburg, 1481. Source:
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Figl. Tree Wak Wak, Tarikh al-Hend-e- Gharbi (History of west-
ern India), Constantinople, X VIIIth century. Source: www.won-
ders the Wag-waq tree.
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Fig 6. Tree born to man, tree of fear and panic, tree of sprit’s doubt,
Petrarch, Augsburg, 1532. Source: Baltrusatis, 1981: 119.
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Figd. Tree of Jesse, Cardinal Charles du Bourdon, 1480-1482,
BNF, Paris. Source: http://classes.bnf.fr/arbre/grandes
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Fig 5. Tree of Jesse, the Dutch Bible, 1425. Source: http://dame-
chlodyne.20six.fr
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Fig7. Manuscript, Tree of Wak Wak with human fruits hung from

head and bulbs blooming with human beings. Source: Mode,
1977: 98.
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Fig 9. Masculine and feminine Mandragor, engraving into wood, abstract of book

Hourtus Sanitatis, Augsburg, 1486. Source: Mode, 1977: 87.
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Figl0. Talking tree, Ajaieb-al-tabi’eh (The wonders of nature),
1388, BNF, Paris. Source: www.bnf.fr/enluminure
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Fig 11. Adam and his generations, manuscript from a Roman
Bible, first half of XII th century, Dijon, France. Source: http://
classes.bnf.fr/arbre/grandes.
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Fig 8. Alexander is in conversation with Wak

Wak Tree, a picture of Shahnameh Demot,

1330-1340, Ilkhanian dynasty, watercolor, ink

&gold on paper, Gallery Freer, Washington.
Source: www.freergallery.
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raphy composed of human heads, XIII th century, Iran. Source:
http://www.curiosphere.tv/artsislam.
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Iran, XIII th century, Museum of Art Conseil Fond.
Source: www.museumconseilfond.
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British Museum, London. Source: Wilson, 2007: 24.
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The Sacred Tree, the Talking Tree and Formation of Wak Wak Motif

Alireza Taheri*

Abstract

In some communities, tree had been revered and worshiped. Tree in its oldest vision is a giant cosmic tree, which is the sym-
bol of the universe and Creation. With regards to the close relationship between the tree and human life, many communities
have attributed a sense of sanctity to the tree.

The relationship between the man, the tree and its holiness was in a way that people in some communities believed man was
born from the tree. This belief affected a part of the ritual, magic and aesthetic ceremonies of some nations. On the other
hand, in some images, this is the tree which has grown out of the human body.

The Talking tree and Wak Wak tree are instances of legendary trees which have entered into the Islamic art and culture.
The different forms of illustrations of Wak Wak which have been drawn by Iranian painters depict the blend of the decorative
and imaginative compositions in a beautiful manner. In this article, we aim to find out answers to the following questions:
1. What is the similarity between the tree and the man in the beliefs and legends of different nations?

2. What is the relationship between the sacred tree, the tree of life, Talking tree, and Wak Wak’s forms?

Hypothesis: The common capabilities of man and tree can be mentioned as fertility, growth and procreation. Tree has been
posed as a symbol of fertility and procreation besides the man, thus there exists a close relationship between these two crea-
tures, which has led to the creation of extraordinary myths.

With regard to this issue, the sacred tree, the tree of life, the talking tree and the Wak Wak tree with the human and animal
fruits have resulted into the formation of Wak Wak through a process.

This research aims to understand the relationship between the tree and human thoughts as well as the public beliefs reflected
in fictions and various forms of arts.

It may be interesting to note that few studies have been carried out in this field in Iran and they mostly described Wak Wak’s

forms.

Keywords
Sacred tree, Tree of life, Talking tree, Wak Wak, Vaq Vaq.
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