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Figl. Two divisions of the royal gardens of Pasargadae plan, Ac-
cording to archaeological excavations. This picture is not evi-
dence of Chahar Bagh. Source: Stronach, 2000.
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.Stronach, 1990: 174 : i3l 5,65 w50 wlid sl Jaled 5
Fig2. The second plan has been drawn by Stronach .He was im-
pressed with the newly pattern of recent Iranian Chahar Bagh
thus has drawn Pasargadae on this pattern. The new axis does
not see any waterway, and the archaeological evidences do not
confirm this. Source: Stronach, 1990: 174.
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Fig3. In line with the main axis palace, on the waterways of the

garden, is not seen any water or waterway or pool and seems that

the Strounach Chahar Bagh suggestion is not true. Lack of em-

phasis on the main axis is important distinction between Pasar-

gad Garden and Islamic gardens. Source: Aerial photos of the
Pasargad garden.earth.google.com.
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Fig4. In Avesta, paradise is described on the four levels structure

(3+1) in Viraf trip. Islamic philosophers have accepted this struc-

ture but changed the position of thought and act (1 and 3 level).
Source: Authors.
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Fig5. Path planning of water and entry and exit point of it, it is
very symbolic. Palace’s position is on the water exit path against
Islamic era garden. Water flows in three parallel waterways (a, b,
¢) in the middle of the garden with different slopes and speeds.
The plan has been drawn by Stronach. Source: Stronach, 1990.
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Fig6. According to water flow, the palace is at the lowest place
on Earth. Source: Authors.
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Fig7. Plan of the Fin Garden in Kashan. Source: Omrani, 2007.
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Fig8. Right: The overall hypothesis of the Chahar Bagh in Alrah-
man chapter of the Quran (46&62); (two gardens in two gardens)
left: The General form divisions of Fin Garden in Kashan. This
assumption is somewhat to be collected with popular general
model of the Persian Chahar Bagh (Garden of Fin, for example).

Source: Author.
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Fig9. Four waterways that stream to the four sides in Alhamra
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Figl0. How water circulates in Fin Garden of Kashan. Water

flows in three sides of the palace, and remembers the idea of

Quran: The paradises that waterways flow under them (Baqara:
25). Source: Omrani, 2007.
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Influence of ideas and ideals on Persian garden structures
Case study: “Pasargad Garden” from Achaemenid period and “Fin Garden” from Islamic period

Razieh Labibzadeh*
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Abstract

According to common belief, the Persian garden has always had a fixed identity throughout history. Nevertheless, more
accurate studies have shown fundamental differences between the first Iranian garden (Pasargad garden) and gardens of the
Islamic period. It seems that these differences are rooted in the beliefs and aspirations of people who had built them. The
current research will try to address those differences in terms of their nature and the ideas they are based on. It will also deal
with theoretical principles that lead to these differences.

The objective of this research is to show that the gardens are mostly meant to represent the ideas and beliefs of people more
than showing the geographical and historical varieties. The research will also try to show how the core structures of gardens
have changed as a result of a change in religious beliefs that include ideals and aspirations of people.

To attain those objectives, the researchers have employed the phenomenology method (sample to concept) to investigate the
differences between Pasargad garden and gardens of the Islamic era. They have also tried to identify the roots of differences
between the structures of gardens according to the beliefs of their architects before and after the advent of Islam.
According to results of this research, the most important differences are: 1- Organized divisions in the garden plan 2- Sym-
bolized movement of water and 3- Slope designs of the terrain and the positioning of the pavilion.

Although terrain conditions are very important in the designing of gardens but water paths design, palace position and land-
scapes can be conscious, symbolic and concept-based. In three above factors, the factor of concept has a higher importance.
It seems that the differences between garden structures are symbolic aspects and are rooted in ideal paradise patterns of each
religion. This research has tried to recognize many of those differences by considering the notion of “the ideal human rela-

tionship with nature” in the beliefs of Islam and Zoroastrianism.
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