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The Classification of Thinkers’ Views in the Field of Studies of Islamic City

Seyedeh Zahra Mardani”

Abstract

Definitions of Islamic city have been challenged by two conflicting sides. Generally, views over this subject are
divided into two types as pros and cons. Among these contrary views about Islamic city, some have undermined its
existence and some have endorsed it by virtue of its features. In some cases, Islamic city have been compared with
elements of west city, meanwhile it has been noted for its unique characteristics in some other cases. The one missing
thing seems to be the existence of Islamic city as an independent phenomenon and as a whole unit that has been limited
by particular attributes and specific samples. In early decades of 20th century, such a concept was established for the
first time.

This trend was started by east experts and in its most basic form; it was compared with western and classic samples
that led to opposition with the concept of Islamic city. In the former definitions, the existence of Islamic city was
denied due to noncompliance with these samples. From the pros’ point of view, the studies of middle-east and North
African samples have led them to introduction of structure and common elements of Islamic cities. This structure
depicted a framework for the Islamic city that is not extensible to all the cities in Islamic districts due the study of the
city ignoring the impacting factors of its formation. Is the physic of Islamic city its distinguishing aspect compared to
other cities or there are concepts which lead to this difference? How can the formal or structural features of opinions
of experts in urban studies be classified? How can we consider common elements and characteristics for the cities
of this territory while the current discussion has addressed the common points between different civilizations? The
common features in Islamic territory can be raised from common believes which is the unifying factors of this domain.
Finally, content-oriented insight to Islamic city, which considers the total municipal actions as the result of Islamic
culture and believes, has added new concepts to this subject. Islamic city came into being considering its being
affected by cultural, historical, climatic factors of the context in a specific historical period of time. In this article,
Islamic city has been categorized into three types named as form- oriented, structure-oriented and content-oriented
through the comparing related viewed in the field of Islamic city. The formal approach is a superficial and skin-deep
one which compares Islamic cities with western classic cities (as Utopia for western researchers) and cites to the
common elements between these two types. Structure-oriented approach has introduced the city with its physical
elements and body and has achieved conclusions through studying some of Islamic cities and defined them in specific
time and place. These researchers have analyzed limited case studies, generally belonging to specific governing and
geographic era, and generalized the deduced features to all Islamic cities in different eras. It seems this kind of part
to the whole view in defining Islamic city is not a flawless one. The main goal in Islam is to make a deep and real
connection possible between mankind and God. The only different aspect of Islamic cities and other ones is the
principles and concepts of the city involved in its formation. Otherwise, the Islamic city would have been a city with
non-Islamic elements and be deemed invalid concepts and believes has been fulfilled in content- oriented approach
toward defining Islamic city. These concepts are the physical content which have been originated from its historical,
cultural and climatic backgrounds and have become applicable by considering time and space constraints. Features of
Islamic city has been merged with cultural, geographic and civilization of its context and resulted in a unique city that
can be named as Iranian Islamic city, Chinese Islamic city, Indian Islamic city, and etc.

Keywords
Opposed views toward Islamic city, Accordant views toward Islamic city, form-oriented, structure-oriented, content-
oriented.
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