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1-2. Trough in thebaptistery at San Vitale cathedral, Ravena, Italy.

Photo: M. Atashinbar, 2007. Photo: M. Atashinbar, 2007.
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Fig. 2. Bibi Shahr Banu Shrine, Shahr-e Ray. Source: Nazar Research Center Archives
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Fig. 3. Water fountain in the cavern-like yard and a stream derives from it.Photo: Mansouri, 2013.
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Fig. 4. Epigraph of lion, cow, eagle and wether. A Bird with human head similar to the synthetic elements of the Qajar period. Geometric patterns of
cross, sun and human.Photo: Mansouri, 2013.
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Fig. 5. Armenian inscriptions. The figures of cross, lion, eagle, sun and

stars as symbolic figures in the Mithraism and Christianity. The victory

of lion on cow as a symbol of triumph of summer over the winter.

Photo: Ehsan Dizani, 2013.
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Fig. 6. A colorful Mithraem within the cave of cavern-like temple.
Photo: Mansouri, 2013.
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Fig. 8. Mehrab hearth or altar in the church was converted into a table and place of religious authority. Hqpat stern silo, Armenia. Photo: Mansouri,
2013.

Ol g olo e yod S8 L o S5y e i 4y 5
Sl 185 oMo g b (o) 4 (SB o wMe
5 P 0y ol 2 e LS Grea (A 5a)
b OB Ve pglas) Wloads 3)ls balualS” (gylaxe lin 35

Ml g (e (L)) q ol e By 0 S, ol S0
SlaBl (glogg oSl

Ol )l )18 Clype cpude Q\A@b"’l Y poad
YA (g yquaio : pwSe
Fig. 7. Hearth or altar, Mehrab Gghard, Armenia. Photo: Mansouri,
2013.
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Fig. 9. The figures of the moon and star over the blue cape of Mithra.
Source: Vermazeren, 2004: 79.
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Fig.10. A crow puts a piece of sacrificial meat on the
altar. Source: Merkel Bach, 2008: 418.
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Fig. 12. The figures of stars, moon, sun and the human profiles (coat) on

the dome of the sky. Aesculin, near Saint Lucia Church in Selsey, Vatican,
Chiaramonti Museum. Source: Saqebfar, 2008: 384
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Fig. 11. Mithraem of St. Clement, Rome. The front side and side surfaces of the Mithraem are white. A high base table before the Mithraem (which has been
interpreted as a firebox in some European Mithraea. There are some pictures about this matter. Side columns are red. Golden arch roof. Source: Boyle, 1989: 65.
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The Continuity of Caucasus''Mithra' architecture’s signs and remnants in
the churches of Armenia and Georgia
Shohreh Javadi*

Abstract

Armenia was under the influence of Iran during the reign of Median Empire. Regarding the religious point of view,
this influence continued until “Gregory, the Illuminator" turned it a Christian country in the middle of third century.
Armenians and Persians were of the Aryan race. Furthermore and due to geographical proximity, they had a variety
of common points in terms of religious beliefs and creeds. Accordingly, they had left impact on each other. Ancient
Iranians were always accustomed to worship God on the high places. As such, they were known for their traditional
worship, prayer and hymnody before Ahura Mazda and other deities (Mithra and Anahita). At the time of the
Achaemenid Empire, the triple deities were worshiped thereof.... At the time of the Parthian, these deities had also
been regarded within the framework of general as well as the official religion. Although we do not have any valid and
reliable text on this in Iran, some written texts in Armenia confirm this issue. Mithra had been one of the most popular
and respected deities in Armenia. Similarly, there are many temples and remnants of post-Christianity Mithraism in
the eastern parts of Armenia that indicate the importance and presence of Mithra in these areas. Mithra was considered
as a goddess during the Sassanian and Zoroastrianism. As can be seen in Mihr Yasht ("hymn to Mithra"), while there
is no sign of Achaemenid and Parthian great Mithras, She has a beautiful appearance with a thousand eyes and a
thousand ears. The land of the Caucasus, especially Armenia, had been considered among the most important places
in which Mithra was worshipped before Christianity. According to renowned researchers, Armenia had been the first
place in which Christianity became an official religion. Actually, the oldest state church in the world (St. Etchmiadzin,
third and fourth centuries AD) is placed in Armenia. The old monasteries built in the mountains and on the heights
are signs of the ancient temples. They have great works of Mithra temples architecture that have converted into
churches. However, they can be considered as some authentic and original examples of the evolution of Mithraism
to Christianity. Regarding the current religious monuments in the Caucasus as well as field studies conducted on this
issue, there are some ancient works of basilica (early churches) and cave temples. Geghard cavern-like Mithracum
near Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, are important signs pointing to the strong presence of this religion in the form of
early pure and primary temples and forming the churches thereof. The cavern-like space of Geghard Church within the
massive rocks forms one of the most ancient examples of churches that have been placed in the vicinity of the temples.
The church has important signs of a fountain in the cavern-like yard, a window facing East, altar and sanctuary.
The ruins of Uplistsikhe ancient temple in Georgia and Mithraem of the Church of the fourth century located on a
hill at the same place can be considered as two other examples of the primary presence of Mithraism as well as its
continuance and conversion into Christianity. This article has been based on library studies and conclusions drawn
from field studies through a scientific-research expedition to the Caucasus as well as a set of analyses conducted via

an exploratory research methodology.
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