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Fig4. Pictorial carpet of European shindig.Source: Dadgar, 2001a:16.
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Fig2. Pictorial carpetof celebrities. Source: Dadgar, 2001b:131.
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Pictorial Rugs of Qajar Period in the Carpet Museum of Iran

Mahnaz Shayestehfar
Tayebeh Sabaghpour*

Abstract

A large number of Qajar rugs are pictorial rugs and a lot of them are exhibited in carpet museum of Iran. Studying
this extensive collection, created and extended in Qajar period, illustrates many points and issues concerning
the history of rug weaving regarding pattern and motif of rugs. The phenomenon of illustrating in Qajar rugs
is intensely correlated various cultural, Social and artistic factors. This article attempts to consider closely the
different aspects of these factors as influential factors in the process of illustrating the rugs of Qajar period.
Identifying and categorizing pictorial rugs of carpet museum of Iran in terms of themes used in them, understands
various traits of pattern and motif and their concepts in a special and homogenous range of pictorial rugs.
Another result of this article is taking in account of a group of rugs in the carpet museum of Iran as valuable and
great treasure and resource regarding old rugs of Iran, which is remained much unknown yet.

In this article the influence of western culture and art on these rugs, tendency to realism in art, appearance of
publishing and photograph and humanistic thinking, are considered as influential factors in the phenomenon of
illustrating in Qajar rugs in this article, I have 11 instance of pictorial rugs in the carpet museum of Iran in several
groups which are classified according common themes like kings and celebrities, ancient of Iran, religion, stories
of literary.

Our way of researching and gathering information and illustration are based on librarian and field study method
and our way of writing is historical, descriptive and analytical.

Keywords
Pictorial Rugs, Qajar, Carpet Museum of Iran.
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