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Fig. 2. A general overview of presented definitions of place by David
Canter, John Panther and Thomas Nit. Source: authors.
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The Role of Mass - Space Concept in Explaining the Architectural Place
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Abstract

Knowing the characteristics of the architecture is required for assessing its physical components - generally
called “mass”- and understanding of the characteristics which are accomplished in the presence of “non-
mass” -that is called space-. Architecture is not independent of the existence of mass and space; the different
qualities of architectural spaces are formed by different ratios of the mass and space concepts called mass
— space system. Indeed, the architectural mass - space system creates architectural spaces with different
qualities by creating physical - cognitive and physical — functional structures. Therefore, the recognition of
the mass - space system and its characteristics can improve the knowledge of designers and architects about
the quality of architectural space and place. In the architecture literatures of the past century, space and
place terminology have been widely used. The meaning of these two words are sometimes so close together
that have almost one meaning and sometimes they are completely distinct, sometimes they have specific
meaning, and sometimes they have a complex, mental, cultural and unclear concept. Different definitions
presented for these concepts in the fields of philosophy, science, phenomenology and psychology show that
there is a fundamental relationship between space and place. Evaluation of concepts show that space is an
abstract concept compared to the place, that means space is a location and area for things but the place is
a space combined with the human characteristics. According to these hypotheses This article attempts to
explain the fundamental and effective role of the mass - space system in the quality of place: a. The mass
- space system is a fundamental concept which is the origin and the foundation of architecture, b. Mass
- space system causes illustration of the physical and conceptual characteristics of architectural works as
well as providing structure of place and c¢. Mass - space system over time by creating physical - cognitive
and physical — functional structures provides activities and meanings of the place therefore causes it to be
manifested. In order to explain the hypotheses, firstly mass - space system is evaluated and its components
are explained, and then the main components of the place are proposed and components of architecture
and place are compared and interpreted. The methodology of this study is based on descriptive - analytical
method and logical reasoning and is based on the investigation and analysis, comparison, interpretation of
related documents. Finally, this study shows that three characteristics of “restriction”, “circulation style”
and “proportion” that are resulted from the mass - space system, reveal the quality of architectural place.
Actually, the mass - space system is a collection of two main parts of matter and idea that matter refers to
amorphous and non-limited area, which have the capacity of accepting the architectural idea and the idea
introduces the structural relationship between meaning and function. Despite the fact that the architectural
matter is generally known to be physical subject, based on the presented definitions of mass — space system,
even the amorphous space is the matter, so when the architectural idea influences amorphous space and
mass, then these concepts obtain form and shape and mass — space system is created as a mental subject as
opposed to the mass. In addition, knowing the architecture effect means the study of physical properties
of mass and cognitive properties of space. In other words, all physical and metaphysical features and
capabilities of the architecture cannot be attributed to the space concept.

Keywords
The mass — space system, Architectural space, Place, Restriction, Circulation, Proportion.
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