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Fig.l. Tomb of the great Cyrus in Pasargadae, Fars. An example of
monumental and archaeological architecture. Source: http://www.ichto.ir.
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Fig.2. Elamite ziggurat of Chogha Zanbil in Khouzestan. An example of
monumental and archaeological architecture. Source: http://www.ichto.ir.
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Fig. 3. Buddhist sculptures in Bamiyan, Afghanistan. A set of ancient and
cognitive monumental sculpture. Source: http://www.ichto.ir.

Fig.5. Taj Mahal, India. An example of historic and monumental
architecture. Source: http:/www.ichto.ir.
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Fig.6. Dome of Soltanich, Zanjan . An example of historic and
monumental architecture. Source: http://www.ichto.ir.
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Fig.7. Razavi Shrine, Mashhad. An example of sacred and monumental Fig.4. Tomb tower of Qabus , an example of monumental and historic
architecture. Source: http://www.ichto.ir. architecture. Source: http://www.ichto.ir.
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Fig. 8. Freedom Tower (Burj-e-Azadi), Tehran. An example of
monumental architecture with predominant aesthetic and identity
aspects. Source: http://www.ichto.ir.
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Rereading of Memory and Identity in Monumental Architecture of Iran

Hekmatollah Mollasalehi*

Abstract

This article tries to represent very briefly multiform and multifarious or multi functional aspects of monumental
architecture of Iran. Every work of art in general and every monumental architecture particularly as a material text
produces uniquely its own message and its own identity or its own context.

We can put the issue very geometrically by employing the method of classification and categorization of monumental
architecture of Iran according to its structure and its content. As we know every monumental work of art or architecture
produce historic memory and socio-cultural identity of this or that period, this or that group of people in this or that
geography or environment that has been created.

One probably has been created for representation of political power other for expressing ritual or aesthetic values. In
monumental work of art of Iran in general and monumental architecture particularly from ancient times to contemporary
period we can find all these multifarious aspects.

To reread and reunderstand monumental architecture as a part of material culture language, or iconic language implies
not only rereading and reundrestanding how monumental architecture comes to a different category of communication
or discourse but also invites us to recall or memorize and participate to divers circles, levels, aspects and as well as
stages of our cultural heritage.

Concern with the nature of such material culture language is of long standing in related to different category of
language with its own grammar and rules of decode.

Monumental architecture as material or as iconic language includes its own metaphorical act of mind particularly and
man as polyglot being in general. In each process of foundation and structural activity of monumental architecture as
language paralleling metaphorical with visualizing and memorizing of whole our way or mode of being in this or that
period as well as in this or that historic geography in its multifarious aspects.

Monumental architecture as iconic or as material language includes uniquely both verbal and textual aspects as well
as conceptual language in its own way of expression very actively and very expressively.

Another fundamental focus of the underlying discussion concerns multifarious associations of monumental architecture
and collective memory particularly and memory in general.

Each act of structuring monumental architecture naturally intertwined to active shaping identity.

Obviously, active role and participation of collective memory in micro and macro scale to discuss about founding and
structuring of monumental architecture as well as shaping identity is quite difficult.
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